


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


tom the 
new UNITED STATES 


IN THIS ISSUE: 


Office of Information 
and Public Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 

20210 


Week of May 2, 1988 


BLACKS HONORED DURING 
FEDERAL WOMEN'S WEEK 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--MARCH 1988 
REAL EARNINGS IN MARCH 1988 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF: LABOR 





REGIONAL INFORMATION OFFICES 


The U.S. Department of Labor operates through 10 regional offices located ‘tn major 


cities across the country. 


If you want a local angle on a news or feature story provided 


through this service--or have a direct news inquiry--you may contact one of the offices 
listed below. This listing includes the names, addresses and telephone numbers of the 
Regional Directors for Public Affairs and the states in their regions: 


Region 1.........John M. Chavez 

- Room 1700 
Connecticut JFK Federal 81dg. 
Maine Boston, MA 02203 
Massachusetts 617-565-2072 
Mew Hampshire 


Rhode Island 
Vermont 


Region I!........Chester Fultz 


201 Varick Street 

Room 605 A 

New York, NY 10014 
-2319 


New Jersey 
Wew York 
Puerto Rico 
Virgin, Islands 


Region I11....2..dohn P. Hord . 
Room 14120 
3535 Market Street 


Philadel pnts’ PA 19104 


Delaware 
District of 
Columbia 
Maryland 
- Pennsylvania 
Virginia 
West Virginia 


Region IV....:... Dan -Fuqua 


Room 317 
Alabama - ‘1371 Peachtree St., N.E. 
Florida Atlanta, GA 30367 


404-347-4495 


Georgia 
Mississippi 
Worth Carolina 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 


Region Voocescoatt D. Mellott 
Room-3192° 

si 230 S. Dearborn a 

ndiana Chicago, IL 606 

Hichigan Tz3e3- 6976 

Minnesota 

Ohio 7 

Wisconsin 


Region Vin cccccccccecSh@rTte Moran 

; Roce 724. 

555 Griffin St. 
llas 


™% 75202 
Wa=167-4776 


Arkansas — 
Louisiana 
New Mexico 


_ Oklahoma : 


Texas 


Region VII......c00--Patrick A. Hand 
Room 2509 

Federal Office Bidg. 
911 Walnut St. 


. Kansas oy BO 64106 


Region VIII.........-Ernest E. Sanchez 
Room 1468 


Colorado Federal Bidg. 
Montana . 1961 Stout St. 
North Dakota Denver, CO 80294 
aoe Dakota WOS-844-4235 

tah 


lowa 
Kansas - 
Missouri 
Nebraska 


Wyoming’ 


-Region aE = — B. Kirkbride 


: Suite 1035 
Arizona 71 Stevenson Street 
California San Francisco, CA, 94105 
Hawaii 515-955-5437 ¢=¢=~C~—~—~—— 
Nevada 


Region Rees scccccsccocMike Shint zu. 


Room 3086 . 
Alaska Federal Office Bldg. 
Idaho 909 First Ave. 
Oregon Seattle, WA 98174 
Washington 206-442-7620 





Week of May 2, 1988 


BLACKS HONORED DURING 
FEDERAL WOMEN'S WEEK 


WASHINGTON--Eight black employees with the U.S. Department 
of Labor--a man and seven women--have been honored by the Federal 
Women's Program in recognition of personal achievement or for 
significant contribution to the hiring and promotion of women in 
the Labor Department. 


Secretary of Labor Ann McLaughlin presented the awards at a 
ceremony which concluded a week of activities with the theme of 
"Flexibility in the Workplace: New Opportunities for Women." 


Seminars and workshops emphasized career opportunities, 
trends and other issues of concern for working women. 


Edward V. Bond, director of the Office of Management, 
Administration and Planning in the Labor Department's Bureau of 
International Labor Affairs, received the impact award for "a 
sustained tradition of supporting equal employment opportunity 
and affirmative action" for his staff, the majority of whom are 
women. 


Personal achievement awards in recognition of 
"accomplishments, leadership, and career progression" were 
presented to: 


Mary Elaine Brown, contract specialist, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Administration and Management; Alfredia 
Bryant, program analyst, Employment Standards Administration; 
Janet Gillens, secretary, Office of the Solicitor; Pamela D. 
King, secretary, Mine Safety and Health Administration; Veola P. 
Kittrell, supervisory research assistant, Bureau of Labor 
Statistics; Brenda W. Murray, supervisory management analyst, 
Office of the Solicitor and Bettye J. Robertson, personnel 
management specialist, Mine Safety and Health Administration. 


Elaine Murrell, the departmental Federal Women's Program 
manager, said the week was an appropriate opportunity "to 
reaffirm commitment to improving the status of working women in 
the department." 


The week's agenda also offered an opportunity to recognize 
those who have made significant contributions in support of the 
program and to honor women who by their personal achievements 
serve as role models, she added. 


# # # 





Week of May 2, 1988 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX-- MARCH 1988 


WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers 
(CPI-U) rose 0.4 percent before seasonal adjustment in March to a 
level of 116.5 (1982-84=100), the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the 
U.S. Department of Labor reported. For the 12-month period ended 
in March, the CPI-U increased 3.9 percent. ’ 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers 
(CPI-W) rose 0.3 percent in March prior to seasonal adjustment. The 
March 1988 CPI-W level of 115.1 was 3.7 percent higher than the index in 
March 1987. 


The March 1988 indexes for the CPI-U and CPI-W on a 1967=100 reference 
base were 349.0 and 343.0, respectively. 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.5 percent in March. 
This compares with an increase of 0.2 percent in February and an average 
monthly increase of 0.3 percent since the first quarter of 1987. Advances 
in the indexes for apparel and upkeep, food and beverages, and 
transportation, each of which had declined in February, were responsible for 
the acceleration between February and March and accounted for about one-half 
of the increase in the overall March CPI-U. 


During the first 3 months of 1988, the CPI-U rose a 

t a 4.2 per 
annual rate (SAAR). This compares with a 4.4 percent rise in 1987. Th 
ape ae en + ¥ puerntse for the volatility in the CPI-U in 

an ann rate of 4.9 percent in the first quarter of 1988 after 
advancing 8. 

1987. Food costs also contributed to the slightly smaller rate of sondihine to aes 
months. Shelter costs, on the other hand, rose more rapidly than in 1987. _ 


seasonally adjusted 
The energy component, 
recent years, declined 


The index for all items excluding food, shel nual 
> ter, and energy increased 
= = in the first 3 months of 1988 after advancing 308 camaben in 1987 “Githée an 
= oupe - they pang ening: = Em services accelerated. The other commodities ron ta 
annually from to 1986 before turning up in 1987, exh ’ 
ibited 

pee = - ye quarter. Advances in prices for clothing and cabades Prone. = for 
> temaneei e increase. The advance in the other services component was primarily due 

ger increases in charges for medical care and personal and educational services : 





Week of May 2, 1988 


REAL EARNINGS IN MARCH 1988 


WASHINGTON -- Real average weekly earnings decreased 0.3 percent 
from February to March after seasonal adjustment, according to pre- 
liminary data released by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. 
Department of Labor. This decrease stemmed from a 0.6. percent decrease 
in average weekly hours and a 0.3 percent increase in the Consumer 
Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W), which 
was partially offset by a 0.7 percent increase in average hourly earnings. 


Data on average weekly earnings are collected from the payroll 
reports of private nonfarm establishments. Earnings of both full-time 
and part-time workers holding production or nonsupervisory jobs are 
included. Real average weekly earnings are calculated by adjusting 
earnings in current dollars for changes in the CPI-W. 


Average weekly earnings increased by 2.5 percent between March of 
1987 and 1988 as a result of a 3.1 percent increase in average hourly 
earnings which was partially offset by a 0.6 percent decrease in average 
weekly hours. After adjustment for a 3.7 percent increase in the CPI-W 
over the same period, real average weekly earnings decreased 1.2 percent. 
Before adjustment for seasonal change and deflation by the CPI-W, average 
weekly earnings were $316.48 in March 1988, compared with $308.63 a year 
earlier. 


THE HOURLY EARNINGS INDEX 


The Hourly Earnings Index (HEI) in dollars of constant purchasing 
power was unchanged between February and March. Compared with a year 
earlier, the HEI decreased by 0.9 percent. , The HEI 
excludes the effects of two types of changes unrelated to underlying wage 
rate movements--fluctuations in overtime in manufacturing and 
interindustry employment shifts. 





Week of May 2, 1988 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


The federal government directs nearly $7 billion a year to 
child care and the Head Start program, according to Secretary of 
Labor Ann McLaughlin's task force on child care. 


# # # 


Employers, labor unions and community groups are acting in 
increasing numbers to meet the child care needs of employees, 
according to Secretary of Labor Ann McLaughlin's task force on 
child care. 


About one-fourth of the 64 million American families are 
ones in which the parents work and the children are 14 years old 
or younger, according to Secretary of Labor Ann McLaughlin's task 
force on child care. 


The U.S. Department of Labor will provide technical 
assistance to labor and management to assist in the solution of 
child care problems of American workers. 


# # # 


Secretary of Labor Ann McLaughlin plans to recognize 
employers and labor organizations which develop innovative 
approaches to providing child care for American workers. 


# # # 
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